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RE CURRICULUM PROGRESSION 

 

 

 

‘Belief is truth held in the mind; faith is a fire in the heart.’ 

- Joseph Fort Newton 

 
Intent  

In Religious Education, we use an approach that enables learners to understand what drives people of faith to live the way they do. This builds each child’s ‘religious literacy’ helping them 

understand the nature of religion and belief in the world in which they live. Pupils then have the opportunity to learn from this religious belief e.g. reconciliation, and put this into practice in 

their own lives. In all learning and life experiences, we aim to fulfil our school vision of enabling everyone to flourish. We promote an environment where all children feel known, accepted 

and valued as individuals. In addition to learning about religions and worldviews, RE offers pupils the chance to develop spiritually, morally, socially and culturally and to reflect on their own 

beliefs, being able to be discerning about the many attitudes and opinions they will encounter. 

Our aims for all the children in RE are: 

To provoke challenging questions about the ultimate meaning of life, beliefs about God, the nature of reality and morality. 

To develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal world religions, religious traditions and world-views, which offer answers to ultimate questions. 

To encourage pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging, in order to flourish within communities, as responsible citizens in society and global communities. 

To teach pupils to develop respect for others and their beliefs and helps to challenge prejudice. 

To prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society encouraging empathy, 

generosity and compassion. 

 

Implementation 

A curriculum journey and the milestones for RE can be found on the school’s website. The school follows The Emmanuel Project for RE. Religious education may be taught in a ‘whole class’ 

setting but with flexibility to allow for discussion, questioning and reflection in small groups and individually. Visits to local churches and other places of worship are encouraged, as are visits 

to the school by religious leaders. A variety of teaching approaches are encouraged, including teacher presentations, role play, drama and story telling alongside question and answer 

sessions, discussions and debates. The curriculum is organised into three key concepts; text and narrative, community practice and living. This teaching and learning approach enables 

learners to look first at a religious text before moving on to looking at the impact of this concept in the religious community and on the life of the individual. This reflects the SIAMS 

requirement for a religious curriculum which reflects a good balance of theology, philosophy and human sciences (strand 7 of the SIAMS Schedule). 

Sufficient dedicated curriculum time (meeting explicitly RE objectives) is given to RE. This should aim to be close to 10% but no less than 5% in key stages 1 and 2. Christianity should be the 

majority religion studied and should be at least 50% of the RE curriculum time. RE is normally taught as a block at the beginning of each term. There may be points in the year (such as 
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Christmas and Easter) when the whole school will teach RE at the same time to facilitate cross-class teaching. Throughout the year there will be RE themed Days, for the whole school, where 

World Faiths are celebrated to further develop pupils’ understanding. 

 

Resources  

 

Disciplinary knowledge 

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Theology (Text or 
Narrative)  

This element of the scheme enables pupils to engage directly with sources of authority across different religions. These include religious texts and stories from 
prophets or important figures.  
• What difference does this text or story make to an individual’s life?  
• What does it tell us about religious belief?  
• What does it tell us about being human?  
• What is the truth contained within?  
 

Philosophy 
(Community 
Practice)  

Both Community practice and Living explore the diverse ways in which people practise their beliefs. It engages with the impact of beliefs on societies, communities 
and on individuals. It balances the theology and sources of a belief with the outworking of this faith in practice today. With community practice, often there is 
emphasis on what happens in the religious community, particularly focused around places of worship. In Living, it is the response of the individual.  
In short, perhaps these sections could be understood as the difference between learning about Christianity and Christians, or Islam and Muslims.  Human sciences 

(Living)  
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Substantive Conceptual Knowledge (Revisited over time) 

World Religions 

1. Christianity 

2. Judaism 

3. Islam 

4. Hinduism 

5. Buddhism 

6. Humanism 

 

Key Concepts 

1. Text and Narrative 

2. Community Practice 

3. Living  

 

1. Christianity 

 N/R/1 class 2/3 class  4/5/6 class  

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Knowledge 
 
 
 
Bible: 

Explain that 
the Bible is a 
special book 
for Christians. 
  
Recall details 
from a range of 
stories in the 
Bible including 
the story of 
creation, 
nativity and 
Easter story.  
 

    .  Tell stories from the 
Bible and explain that a 
parable is a special 
story Jesus told.  
 
Remember the parable 
of the Lost sheep and 
begin to explain what 
it means to Christians.  
 
Recall that Jesus taught 
people how to pray in 
a special prayer called 
The Lord’s Prayer.  

Recognise that the 
meaning of Jesus’ 
name was Saviour and 
retell parts of the 
Easter story. 

Use a Bible to find 
chapter and verse 
where Jesus helps, 
saves or heals.  
 
Tell the story of the 
prodigal son and 
explain what it means 
to a Christian. 
  
Explain that Jesus is 
the King of God’s 
Kingdom and describe 
what this Kingdom 
might look like.  

Describe how the Bible 
explains sin. 
  
Explain what the Great 
commission is and how 
the Holy Spirit 
strengthens Christians. 

Articulate 
teachings from 
the Gospels and 
explain how 
these are good 
news for 
Christians.  
 
Use the Bible to 
explore who 
Jesus said he 
was.  

Describe some 
of the miracles 
and actions of 
Jesus which led 
to questions 
about his 
humanity and 
divinity 
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Explain that 
God is a VIP to 
Christians, the 
creator of all 
and that Jesus 
was a special 
baby.  
 
Listen to some 
of the stories 
of Jesus such 
as the Good 
Samaritan or 
the Lost Coin.  
      

 

Describe how the Holy 
Spirit arrived at 
Pentecost as told in 
the Bible. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Church and 
Community 

Recall that Christians 
celebrate at Harvest  
and Christmas which is 
Jesus’ birthday.  
 
Know that Christians say 
thank you to God 
for our wonderful world.  
 
Know that Christians say 
prayers to God. 

Remember some of 
the events which 
happen at a baby’s 
baptism.  
 
Know Christians 
worship God by 
singing.  
 
Remember that 
Christians celebrate 
the Holy Spirit and 
birthday of the church 
at Pentecost.  

Remember the 
importance of advent. 
  
Know that Christians 
say special words at 
Church and recall some 
of these.  

Explain the role of 
confession for some 
Christians around the 
world. 
 
Describe what the Lords 
Prayer teaches about 
the Kingdom of God 

Give examples of 
different worship songs 
and what they 
celebrate about God 
and Jesus as Saviour of 
the world.  
Describe how Pentecost 
is celebrated and 
acknowledged in 
church. 
 

Explain how 
Jesus’ divinity is 
recognised in 
different ways 
including in 
buildings, 
doctrines and 
creed.  
 
Explain what 
the Holy 
communion 
service means 
to Christians.  

Explain and give 
examples of 
how Christians 
believe through 
Jesus, God 
understands 
what it is like to 
be human. 

Christian Life Remember that Christians 
help other people like 
Jesus did. 
  

Know Christians 
welcome everyone 
into God’s family.  

Know Christians like to 
help others e.g. 
Helping the homeless  

Explain why Christians 
wear crosses.  
 

Recall some of the 
marks of mission.  

Give examples 
of where the 
Bible talks 

Articulate how 
hope is 
important for 
Christians  
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Explain that Christians 
believe we should care for 
the world.  
 
Know that Christians sing 
songs about how special 
Jesus was and give 
presents as a reminder 
that Jesus was the best 
present ever.  
 

Know Christians pray 
together at church.  
 
 

That Easter eggs are a 
symbol for 
remembering Jesus  
 
Know God works 
within a Christian to 
grow Fruit of the 
spirit..  

Describe why charity 
work is important to 
Christians as a way of 
growing God’s kingdom.  

about living 
thankfully.  
Explain how 
Jesus was Good 
news for some 
and bad news 
for others.  

Vocabulary God 
Celebration 
Nativity 
Prayer 
Cross 
Easter 
Vicar 
Precious 
Special 
Church 

Baptism 
Christening 
Christian 
 Parable 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Advent 
Bible 
Resurrection 
Good Friday 

Reconciliation 
Salvation Army 
 

Sin  
Passover 
Pentecost   

Lectern 
Herod 
Gospel 
Passover 
Eucharist  
Holy 
Communion 
 

Divine 
Incarnate  
Hallelujah  
Creed  
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2. Judaism  

 N/R/1 class 2/3 class  4/5/6 class 

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Knowledge 
 
 
Text/Narrative  

 Know that Jewish 
stories contain 
examples of Good 
deeds.  
 
Remember all, or 
parts of, the story of 
Ruth.  
 
Say at the end of the 
creation story God 
rested.  

Retell the story of 
Jonah and begin to 
talk about its 
possible meanings.  
 
Remember that the 
Torah is the most 
important book for 
Jewish people given 
by God. It was 
written down by a 
great leader called 
Moses.  
 
Recall some of the 
stories of Moses e.g. 
10 commandments 
or his birth  

 Describe a part of 
the Exodus story  
Describe what 
Jewish people might 
learn from the 
stories of Noah or 
Abraham about a 
covenant with God.  

 
Explain what the 

burning bush story 
in Exodus teaches 

about holiness. 

 

Community Practice  Know that Jewish 
people welcome 
babies into their 
community.  
 
Know that Jewish 
families have a day 
of rest every week. 
  
That at the start of 
Shabbat, a special 
meal, candles are lit 
and blessings said.  

Describe that for 
Jewish people new 
year is about saying 
sorry and making 
changes.  
 
Say that the Torah is 
kept in a synagogue 
or in a special ark.  
 
Know the Torah  
contains rules.  

 Describe some 
different customs 
and practices Jewish 
people have as part 
of their Pesach 
(Passover) 
celebrations  

 

Explain in what 
way Shabbat is 

holy and how 

Jewish families 
mark its beginning 

and ending..  
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Living  Know that Jewish 
people care for their 
world.  
Describe what some 
Jewish people wear 
when they pray.  
 
Describe what 
happens in a 
synagogue at Yom 
Kippur.  

Remember that a 
mezuzah contains 
important words for 
Jewish people (the 
Shema).  
 
Demonstrate how a 
mezuzah is used by 
Jewish people.  

 Explain what 
happens at Shavuot.  

 

Give examples of 
what the Torah 

says about living a 
holy life 

 

Vocabulary  Jewish 
Mitzvah 
Synagogue 

Torah 
Tikkun Olan 

 Shabbat 
Bar Mitzvah 
 Bat Mitzvah 
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3. Islam 

 N/R/1 class 2/3 class 4/5/6 class 

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
Text and Narrative  
 

 

   Recognise that the 
names ‘Allah’ and 
‘Muhammad’ are 
important to 
Muslims.  
 
Suggest why the 
words of the 
Bismillah are 
important to 
Muslims. 
 
Tell a story about 
Muhammad and say 
what it teaches a 
Muslim about 
compassion.  
 
Recall some different 
names of Allah e.g. 
the doer of good, the 
generous, which 
show what a Muslim 
believes about God.  

Explain that Muslims 
respond to the call 
for prayer.  
 
Describe what a 
Muslim might learn 
from the story of 
Bilal and the first call 
to prayer.  
 
Describe Muslim 
belief in one God, 
the most important 
being in the 
universe, who they 
believe they should 
obey in every way. 
He is Allahu Akbar or 
‘God most great’  

Describe the 
Shahadah and know 
all Muslims 
everywhere recite 
the same words.  
 
Explain what 
Muslims believe 
about Muhammad 
as the messenger of 
God and the last 
prophet and recall 
something about his 
life.  
 

Describe ways 
Muslims show 
respect towards the 
Qur’an and give 
reasons for this.  
 
Retell the story of 
how the Qur’an was 
revealed to 
Muhammad.  

Explain how the 
Kaaba or ‘cube’ 
reminds Muslims 
that there is only 
one God. 
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Community Practice    Use the words 
‘fasting’ and 
‘sharing’ to talk 
about what Muslims 
do during Ramadan. 

Describe some 
things Muslims do 
when they get ready 
for prayer and how 
the physical actions 
show submission to 
Allah.  
 
Describe some 
different ways 
Muslims show / do 
not show their 
beliefs about 
Muhammad in art, 
calligraphy or design.  

Know that a mosque 
in a Muslim place of 
worship.  
 

Describe some 
practices and 
experiences of 
Muslim children at a 
madrassah.  
 
Describe why only 
some Muslims seek 
to become Hafiz and 
how the study 
affects both their 
lives and the lives of 
others.  

Recall the Five Pillars 
of Islam and how the 
practice of each 
pillar makes a 
Muslim feel they 
belong to the 
‘ummah.’ 
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Living   Recall how Muslims 
prepare for and 
celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr. 

Explain that saying 
the Bismillah 
reminds Muslims 
that Allah is involved 
in everything.  
 

Recall ways some 
Muslims celebrate 
Muhammad’s 
birthday. 

Show how Muslims 
express the idea of 
revelation as a rope 
reaching down to 
earth, suggesting 
what the image 
means.  
 
Make links that show 
how Muslim belief 
and practices come 
from the teachings 
of the Qur’an or 
from the Sunnah of 
the Prophet.  

Explain some key 
Muslim teachings 
about Tawheed or 
the one-ness of 
Allah.  
 
Describe the impact 
of Hajj on a Muslim. 

Vocabulary    Muslim 
Allah 
 Islam  
Qur’an 

Bismallah 
Adhan 
Prophet 

Mosque 
Arabic  

Kaaba 
Ummah 

Hajj 
Tawhid  
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4. Hinduism 

 N/R/1 class 2/3 class 4/5/6 class  

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Knowledge 
 
 
Text/Narrative  

  Begin to describe 
what Hindus might 
learn from one of 
the stories of the 
Panchatantra about 
living the right way.  
 

Describe what a 
Hindu might learn 
from the story of 
Rama and Sita. 

Understand that 
some Hindus read 
from the Gita every 
day for guidance, 
comfort and advice.  

Explain some key 
teachings Hindus 
hold about Brahman 
/ Atman linking 
these to religious 
texts.  

Community Practice   Explain that Hindus 
are encouraged to 
perform acts of 
selfless kindness.  
 

Describe some 
things Hindus do to 
celebrate Rama and 
Sita’s commitment 
to duty and describe 
how Hindus 
celebrate Diwali.  
 
Attempt to explain 
why Hindu children 
are encouraged to 
‘Be as Rama’ or ‘as 
Sita.’  
 

Express the 
importance role of 
devotion or those 
who follow the 
Bhakti pathway.  

Explain the different 
ways Hindus explain 
their ideas of God.  

Living   Know that even 
Hindu children must 
learn to take 
responsibility for 
gathering good 
karma 

 Explain how belief in 
the Hindu God 
differs from that of 
monotheistic 
religions.  
 

Give examples of 
how Hindus express 
beliefs and feelings 
about Krishna. 
 List how belief in 
Brahman affects a 
Hindu’s diet and 
their attitude to 
animals. 

Vocabulary   Karma 
Moksha 
Reincarnation  
Soul  

Dharma 
Diwali  

Namaste 
deities 

Brahman 
Atman 
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5. Buddhism 

 N/R/1 class 2/3 class 4/5/6 class 

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Knowledge 
 
 
 
Text and Narrative 
 
 

 

   Retell the story of 
Buddha’s 
enlightenment.  
Explain how and why 
a Buddhist uses the 
image of a lotus to 
explain beliefs about 
growing towards 
enlightenment. 
Explain Buddhist 
teachings including 
reference to the four 
noble truths.  
 

  

Community Practice    Use the right 
religious words to 
describe different 
practices of 
Buddhists in search 
of enlightenment on 
the Eightfold Path.  
 
Describe the 
Eightfold Path as 
techniques for 
overcoming 
suffering.  

 

Living    Describe the use and 
importance of 
stillness and 
meditation.  
Evaluate the role of 
the Buddhist 
community.  
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Vocabulary    Buddha 
Enlightenment 
Eightfold path 
Dharma wheel 
Four noble truths 
Meditation 

  

 

 

6. Humanism 

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Knowledge 
 
Core  
 
 
 

 

    Know what is 
important to those 
with non-religious 
worldviews who call 
themselves 
Humanists.  
 
Explain the 
importance of 
reason, respect and 
the scientific 
principals which lay 
behind this 
worldview.  
 
Describe thought of 
famous Humanists 
past and present. 
Ask questions about 
what the meaning 
and purpose of life is 
for a human being 
and debate whether 
happiness should be 
considered a right 
for all. 
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Discuss the 
ceremonies and 
celebrations of 
Humanists and what 
these look like and 
mean to those who 
live their life in this 
way today. 

Vocabulary     Humanist  
Agnostic 
 Athiest 
Secularist  

 

 

Text and Narrative 

 N/R/1 class 2/3 class 4/5/6 class 

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Christianity 
(Bible)  

Explain that 
the Bible is a 
special book 
for Christians. 
  
Recall details 
from a range of 
stories in the 
Bible including 
the story of 
creation, 
nativity and 
Easter story.  
 
Explain that 
God is a VIP to 
Christians, the 
creator of all 

    .  Tell stories from the Bible 
and explain that a parable is 
a special story Jesus told.  
 
Remember the parable of 
the Lost sheep and begin to 
explain what it means to 
Christians.  
 
Recall that Jesus taught 
people how to pray in a 
special prayer called The 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Describe how the Holy Spirit 
arrived at Pentecost as told 
in the Bible. 
  

Recognise that 
the meaning of 
Jesus’ name was 
Saviour and retell 
parts of the 
Easter story. 

Use a Bible to find chapter 
and verse where Jesus 
helps, saves or heals.  
 
Tell the story of the 
prodigal son and explain 
what it means to a 
Christian. 
  
Explain that Jesus is the 
King of God’s Kingdom and 
describe what this 
Kingdom might look like.  

Describe how 
the Bible 
explains sin. 
  
Explain what 
the Great 
commission is 
and how the 
Holy Spirit 
strengthens 
Christians. 

Articulate teachings 
from the Gospels 
and explain how 
these are good 
news for Christians.  
 
.  

Use the Bible to 
explore who Jesus 
said he was 
 
Describe some of the 
miracles and actions 
of Jesus which led to 
questions about his 
humanity and divinity 
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and that Jesus 
was a special 
baby.  
 
Listen to some 
of the stories 
of Jesus such 
as the Good 
Samaritan or 
the Lost Coin.  
      

 

 

 
Judaism 

 

  Know that Jewish stories 
contain examples of Good 
deeds.  
 
Remember all, or parts of, 
the story of Ruth.  
 
Say at the end of the 
creation story God rested.  

Retell the story 
of Jonah and 
begin to talk 
about its possible 
meanings.  
 
Remember that 
the Torah is the 
most important 
book for Jewish 
people given by 
God. It was 
written down by 
a great leader 
called Moses.  
 
Recall some of 
the stories of 
Moses e.g. 10 
commandments 
or his birth 

Describe a part of the 
Exodus story  
 
Describe what Jewish 
people might learn from 
the stories of Noah or 
Abraham about a 
covenant with God.  
 

Explain what the 

burning bush story in 
Exodus teaches about 

holiness. 
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Islam  
  

  Recognise that 
the names ‘Allah’ 
and ‘Muhammad’ 
are important to 
Muslims.  
Suggest why the 
words of the 
Bismillah are 
important to 
Muslims. 
 Tell a story 
about 
Muhammad and 
say what it 
teaches a Muslim 
about 
compassion.  
Recall some 
different names 
of Allah e.g. the 
doer of good, the 
generous, which 
show what a 
Muslim believes 
about God. 

Explain that Muslims 
respond to the call for 
prayer.  
 
Describe what a Muslim 
might learn from the story 
of Bilal and the first call to 
prayer.  
 
Describe Muslim belief in 
one God, the most 
important being in the 
universe, who they believe 
they should obey in every 
way. He is Allahu Akbar or 
‘God most great’  
 
Describe the Shahadah 
and know all Muslims 
everywhere recite the 
same words.  
 

Explain what 
Muslims 
believe about 
Muhammad 
as the 
messenger of 
God and the 
last prophet 
and recall 
something 
about his life.  
  

Describe ways 
Muslims show 
respect towards 
the Qur’an and give 
reasons for this.  
Retell the story of 
how the Qur’an 
was revealed to 
Muhammad.  

Explain how the 
Kaaba or ‘cube’ 
reminds Muslims 
that there is only one 
God. 

Hinduism   Begin to describe what 
Hindus might learn from 
one of the stories of the 
Panchatantra about living 
the right way.  
 

Describe what 
a Hindu might 
learn from the 
story of Rama 
and Sita. 

Understand that 
some Hindus read 
from the Gita every 
day for guidance, 
comfort and advice.  

Explain some key 
teachings Hindus 
hold about Brahman 
/ Atman linking these 
to religious texts. 

Buddhism    Retell the story of 
Buddha’s 
enlightenment.  
 
Explain how and 
why a Buddhist 
uses the image of a 
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lotus to explain 
beliefs about 
growing towards 
enlightenment 
 
Explain Buddhist 
teachings including 
reference to the 
four noble truths.  
 
Show how 
Buddhists express 
their belief that the 
Buddha is a refuge 
and guide by 
referring to the 
story of 
Angulimala..  

Humanism     Know what is 
important to those 
with non-religious 
worldviews who call 
themselves 
Humanists.  
 
Explain the 
importance of 
reason, respect and 
the scientific 
principals which lay 
behind this 
worldview.  
 

 

 

Community Practice 
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 N/R/1 class  2/3 class 4/5/6 class 

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Christianity 
(Church and 
Community) 

Recall that 
Christians 
celebrate at 
Harvest  
and Christmas 
which is Jesus’ 
birthday.  
 
Know that 
Christians say 
thank you to God 
for our wonderful 
world.  
 
Know that 
Christians say 
prayers to God. 

Remember some 
of the events 
which happen at 
a baby’s 
baptism.  
 
Know Christians 
worship God by 
singing.  
 
Remember that 
Christians 
celebrate the 
Holy Spirit and 
birthday of the 
church at 
Pentecost.  

Remember the 
importance of 
advent. 
  
Know that 
Christians say 
special words at 
Church and 
recall some of 
these.  

Explain the role of confession 
for some Christians around the 
world.  
 
Describe what The Lord’s 
Prayer teaches about the 
Kingdom of God.  
 
 

Give examples of different 
worship songs and what they 
celebrate about God and Jesus 
as Saviour of the world.  
 
Describe how Pentecost is 
celebrated and acknowledged 
in church. 

Explain how 
Jesus’ divinity is 
recognised in 
different ways 
including in 
buildings, 
doctrines and 
creed.  
 
Explain what the 
Holy communion 
service means to 
Christians.  

Explain and give 
examples of how 
Christians 
believe through 
Jesus, God 
understands 
what it is like to 
be human. 

 
Judaism 

 

 Know that 
Jewish people 
welcome babies 
into their 
community.  
 
Know that 
Jewish families 
have a day of 
rest every week.  
 
That at the start 
of Shabbat, a 
special meal, 
candles are lit 
and blessings 
said.  

Describe that for 
Jewish people 
new year is 
about saying 
sorry and making 
changes.  
 
Say that the 
Torah is kept in a 
synagogue or in 
a special ark.  
 
Know the Torah 
contains rules.  

Describe some different 
customs and practices Jewish 
people have as part of their 
Pesach (Passover) celebrations. 
 
Explain in what way Shabbat is 
holy and how Jewish families 
mark its beginning and ending. 

    

Islam   Use the words 
‘fasting’ and 

Describe some things Muslims 
do when they get ready for 

Know that a mosque in a 
Muslim place of worship.  

Describe some 
practices and 

Describe why 
only some 
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‘sharing’ to talk 
about what 
Muslims do 
during Ramadan. 

prayer and how the physical 
actions show submission to 
Allah.  
 

 
Describe some different ways 
Muslims show / do not show 
their beliefs about Muhammad 
in art, calligraphy or design. 

experiences of 
Muslim children 
at a madrassah. 
  
 

Muslims seek to 
become Hafiz 
and how the 
study affects 
both their lives 
and the lives of 
others.  
 
Recall the Five 
Pillars of Islam 
and how the 
practice of each 
pillar makes a 
Muslim feel they 
belong to the 
‘ummah.’  

Hinduism   Explain that Hindus are 
encouraged to perform acts of 
selfless kindness.  
 

Attempt to explain why Hindu 
children are encouraged to ‘Be 
as Rama’ or ‘as Sita.’  
 
Describe some things Hindus 
do to celebrate Rama and Sita’s 
commitment to duty and 
describe how Hindus celebrate 
Diwali. 

Express the 
importance role 
of devotion or 
those who follow 
the Bhakti 
pathway.  

 
Explain the 

different ways 

Hindus explain 
their ideas of 

God. 

 

Buddhism    Use the right 
religious words 
to describe 
different 
practices of 
Buddhists in 
search of 
enlightenment 
on the Eightfold 
Path.  
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Describe the 
Eightfold Path as 
techniques for 
overcoming 
suffering. 
 

 Explain how 

the Buddha’s 
teachings 

(dharma) help 
Buddhists 

journey along 

the path. 
Humanism     Describe thought 

of famous 
Humanists past 
and present. 
 
Ask questions 
about what the 
meaning and 
purpose of life is 
for a human 
being and 
debate whether 
happiness should 
be considered a 
right for all. 

 

Living 

 N/R/1 class 2/3 class 4/5/6 class 

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Christianity 
(Christian Life)  

Remember that 
Christians help other 
people like Jesus did. 
  

Know Christians 
welcome everyone 
into God’s family.  
 

Know Christians like 
to help others e.g. 
Helping the 
homeless  
 

Explain why 
Christians wear 
crosses.  
 

Describe why charity 
work is important to 
Christians as a way 
of growing God’s 
kingdom.  

Give examples of 
where the Bible talks 
about living 
thankfully.  

Articulate how hope 
is important for 
Christians  
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Explain that 
Christians believe we 
should care for the 
world.  
 
Know that Christians 
sing songs about 
how special Jesus 
was and give 
presents as a 
reminder that Jesus 
was the best present 
ever.  
 

Know Christians pray 
together at church.  
 
 

That Easter eggs are 
a symbol for 
remembering Jesus 
 
 Know God works 
within a Christian to 
grow Fruit of the 
spirit.  

 
Recall some of the 
marks of mission.  

Explain how Jesus 
was Good news for 
some and bad news 
for others.  

 
Judaism 

 

  Know that Jewish 
people care for their 
world.  
 
Describe what some 
Jewish people wear 
when they pray.  
 
Describe what 
happens in a 
synagogue at Yom 
Kippur.  

Remember that a 
mezuzah contains 
important words for 
Jewish people (the 
Shema).  
 
Demonstrate how a 
mezuzah is used by 
Jewish people. 

 Explain what 
happens at Shavuot. 
 

 Give examples of 

what the Torah 
says about living a 

holy life 

   

Islam   Recall how Muslims 
prepare for and 
celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr. 

Explain that saying 
the Bismillah 
reminds Muslims 
that Allah is involved 
in everything.  
 

Recall ways some 
Muslims celebrate 
Muhammad’s 
birthday. 

Show how Muslims 
express the idea of 
revelation as a rope 
reaching down to 
earth, suggesting 
what the image 
means.  
Make links that show 
how Muslim belief 
and practices come 
from the teachings 
of the Qur’an or 

Explain some key 
Muslim teachings 
about Tawheed or 
the one-ness of 
Allah.  
Describe the impact 
of Hajj on a Muslim.  
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from the Sunnah of 
the Prophet.  

Hinduism   Know that even 
Hindu children must 
learn to take 
responsibility for 
gathering good 
karma.  

 Explain how belief in 
the Hindu God 
differs from that of 
monotheistic 
religions.  
 

List how belief in 
Brahman affects a 
Hindu’s diet and 
their attitude to 
animals.  
Give examples of 
how Hindus express 
beliefs and feelings 
about Krishna. 

Buddhism    Describe the use and 
importance of 
stillness and 
meditation.  
Evaluate the role of 
the Buddhist 
community.  
Use the right 
religious words to 
describe the 
practices and 
experiences of 
Buddhists belonging 
to the Sangha, both 
lay and monastic.  

Explain how 
members of the 

Sangha support 

each other at the 
festival of Wesak. 

 

Humanism     Discuss the 
ceremonies and 
celebrations of 
Humanists and what 
these look like and 
mean to those who 
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live their life in this 
way today. 

 


